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Basel, 

February 21, 2022 

 

 
NEWS RELEASE 

 
            AD HOC ANNOUNCEMENT PURSUANT TO ART. 53 LR 

 

Dufry appoints Xavier Rossinyol as Chief 

Executive Officer as of June 1, 2022 
 
Julian Diaz, Chief Executive Officer and member of the Board of Directors of Dufry AG (Dufry), 
will step down from his position as Chief Executive Officer on May 31, 2022 and will not stand 
for reelection as a member of the Board of Directors at the 2022 AGM. Xavier Rossinyol has 
been appointed as new Chief Executive Officer of Dufry effective June 1, 2022. In order to 
ensure a smooth transition, Xavier will join as designated CEO and member of the Global 
Executive Committee on March 1, 2022.  
 
Julian Diaz joined Dufry as Chief Executive Officer in 2004 and was elected member of the Board 
of Directors in 2013. During his tenure, Julian led a team that successfully executed the strategy 
of profitable global expansion and sustainable growth that enabled Dufry to become the world’s 
global leading travel retailer it is today. In recent years, he has driven the digitalization strategy 
and a strong ESG engagement.  
 
Xavier Rossinyol was already part of Dufry's management team from 2004 to 2015, first as Chief 
Financial Officer until 2012, and then as Chief Operating Officer EMEA and Asia until 2015. In the 
past nearly seven years, he has been the CEO of gategroup, the leader in airline catering and on-
board retail.  
 
JUAN CARLOS TORRES, Chairman of Dufry, said: “In the name of the entire Board of Directors 
and company, I express our immense gratitude to Julian Diaz for his outstanding dedication and 
extraordinary contributions to Dufry and its stakeholders. He has been the driving force of the 
group’s development. I am very pleased to have Xavier back as our new CEO. His unparalleled 
industry experience, leadership skills and strategic vision will enable Dufry to recover further 
from the Covid-19 crisis and accelerate short- and long-term value creation.” 
 
JULIÁN DÍAZ, CEO of Dufry, commented: “I am grateful for the opportunity I had to lead Dufry 
over the past eighteen years and to contribute to its impressive growth. I thank the Board of 
Directors, the shareholders, suppliers and partners for their trust and support, with special 
thanks to all my colleagues of the Global Executive Committee and our employees. I very warmly 
welcome Xavier back as new CEO of the company. His unique experience will be a perfect match 
to lead the group to its next phase.” 
 
XAVIER ROSSINYOL, designated CEO of Dufry, explained: “I am honored to have been appointed 
as new CEO of Dufry and I thank the Board of Directors for their trust. Dufry is a great company, 
with an amazing team of experienced and dedicated professionals. We have a strong financial 
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position and enough liquidity to address the short-term recovery. As a team, we will re-energize 
the growth and address the long-term challenges of the industry and the group. Our focus will 
be to captivate our customers and generate renovated shareholders value, working with our 
landlords, suppliers and other key partners.” 
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Renzo Radice 
 
Global Head  
Corporate Communications 
& Public Affairs 
Phone: +41 79 461 23 34 
renzo.radice@dufry.com
    

 

 

Dr. Kristin Köhler 
 
Global Head  
Investor Relations 
Phone : +41 79 563 18 09 
kristin.koehler@dufry.com 

DUFRY GROUP – A LEADING GLOBAL TRAVEL RETAILER 

 

Dufry AG (SIX: DUFN) is the leading global travel retailer operating over 2,300 duty-free and duty-paid shops in 

airports, cruise lines, seaports, railway stations and downtown tourist areas, in more than 430 locations in 64 

countries across all six continents.  

 

The Company, founded in 1865 and headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, is offering customers a first-class 

shopping experience, global brands, a unique market access and landlords a reliable, value-enhancing partnership. 

To learn more about Dufry, please visit www.dufry.com. 

 

 
 

Social Responsibility 

Dufry cares for children and supports social projects from SOS Kinderdorf in Brazil, Cambodia, Mexico, Morocco 

and Ivory Coast. SOS Children’s Villages is an independent, non-political and non-demonstrational organization 

established for orphaned and destitute children all over the world. 
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